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\?ASHII\ GTO\r U S. inteliizence anal, sts say Uxe) have . ]
“found a major {law in earlier esu.mtes of North Korean ground -
troop strength that giv es the x.ortn aciear groum_ eupsnon.) uyer -
.South Korea, - .-. STt EEA YR s e

- The new c:nmates of 1\onh horcun slren'nh which spcc"':s ;
~5ay are reliatle, present U.S. leaders with a major diletmina: how —'
“to coniinte to withdraw U.S. troops from Siauth Korea in the face
“of new information that shuws thﬂ balance of military might on -
“the Korean pemusuh l'as tlppLd pcrn""s L..clsnc"'—m favor..-]
of North Korea." : IR AR I '-»_I-“ it

.-.4‘ :

Thie new eslima tcs said to havc bnen prepared by several dwcn-:f
Army experis en North Korea, credit North Xorea with at lcast 40 --
_aivisions and brigades. Earlier estimates placed the l\onn.
‘Korean ground troon strength at fewer than 30 dumons a‘xd
brigades. South Korea is szid to have 21 divisicrs. - = - -, -

The aew estiinates also credit North Korea wi ith about 600
" manecuver battalions, more thar double the South Korean total.” .
This new North Korean ground force estimate means, i the view
of these experis, that the nosth has the ability to tic up South
Korean units stationed near the demilitarized zone and still have |
encagh marpower remaining to Jaunch ma)or attacks on Seoul
from other directions. - :

According to authoritative sources, the new cshm tes have
been presented to key cUng.—essxmal committees in sccret ses-
sions. The Secrel Select Cominittee on Intellizence was one of the
panels briefed. Other sources said that the new esnmaxes have
been confirmed by the Central Intellizence Agency. -

The nesw estimates are said to be based on three ind "'Jandent
sources ——reports by 2gents, satellite photographs and communi-
cations interceptions and other signal intcliigence. The in-depth
study of the North Korean ground force may “have been sparked
. by the discovery, through signal intelligence, of a prenously
" unknown North hore.m umt near Pyongyang.

The U.S. experts on North Korea “examined qa'elhte photo
intelligence from the early 1970s to the present. Agent reports
were examined back to the mid-1960s. The study of sr'r'at intelii-
gence data went from the present back to. lhe tlmc of the Korean -
War, sources said. - - T et =

Whether South Korea has been informed of the new cctxmatns is-
uncertzin, but in the opinion of some sources the Seoul govern-
ment has not been told of the findings. There have been
unconfirmed reperts that certain cle'nr*nts within the Delense
Department wznt to “keep the lid on™ the new cstimates, passibly
1o prevent serious gquestions being raised about the U. S plans to
withcéraw the 2d Inf Div 2nd most other Army troops from South
Korea during the next few years.” -~ . .. -

Another pussible cencern is the Sou h Korean reaction. South
Korea does not have nuclear weaponas, bul it is kaown that its
scientists have worked on the duclm'“-\nt n’ nuzlear weapens.
Thusu. seems reasonable to assume that anather concern facing
U.S. pulicymakers is whether Snath Korea may decide to resume
such horky B I, e s e e
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